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weighty leading articles on all current domestic and
foreign matters of interest and importance; but their
main idea seems to be to provide people, in the first
place, with thelatest news in home andf oreignpolitics,
and then carry on desultory discussions on domestic
affairs and give currency to society gossip. Conse-
quently, the leading articles that appear in the best-
read papers have no appreciable influence on public
opinion and are as a rule written so indifferently
that in England they would hardly be thought
worthy of insertion even in a leading county news-
paper.

One afternoon my editor-friend took me round
the most prominent parts of the city. We first
went to the famous Woolworth building, the highest
sky-scraper in New York. The main entrance was
done in exquisitely-veined and beautifully-polished
purplish-grey marble and had, I believe, some
sixteen lifts continuously going up and down.
About six of these were " express-elevators " which
made a non-stop ascent and descent of twenty-four
storeys at a time. - We went by one of the expresses
to the top of the fifty-fourth storey and on arriving
there walked leisurely round the balcony encircling
the tower and saw New York lying hundreds of feet
below us with its scores of sky-scrapers, its series of
straight-cut streets, its endless rows of rectangular
blocks, its broad, busy river, and its open harbour
with the head and torch of the Statue of Liberty
emerging above a cloud of light haze. " Isn't it
fi-e-en? " questioned my friend, turning to me and
drawling the last word out in true American style.